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krin gabbard explores the often hidden unacknowledged contribution of african
american  culture  to  hollywood  movies  although  relying  heavily  on  african
american music language street culture the old racial  hierarchies often seem
preserved

like all double albums songs in the key of life is imperfect but audacious if its
titular concern life doesn t exactly allow for rigid focus it s still a fiercely inspired
collection of  songs and one of  the definitive soul  records of  the 1970s stevie
wonder was unable to control the springs of his creativity during that decade
upon turning 21 in 1971 he freed himself from the motown contract he d been
saddled  with  as  a  child  performer  renegotiated  the  terms  and  unleashed
hundreds of songs to tape over the next five years wonder would amass countless
recordings and release his five greatest albums as prolific a golden period as
there has ever been in contemporary music but songs in the key of life is different
from the four albums that preceded it it s an overstuffed overjoyed maddeningly
ambitious encapsulation of all the progress stevie wonder had made in that short
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space of time zeth lundy s book in keeping with the album s themes is structured
as a life cycle it s divided into the following sections birth innocence adolescence
experience adulthood death rebirth within this framework zeth lundy covers stevie
wonder  s  excessive  work  habits  and  recording  methodology  his  reliance  on
synthesizers the album s place in the gospel inspired progression of 1970s r n b
and many other subjects

magic  city  is  the  story  of  one  of  american music  s  essential  unsung places
birmingham alabama birthplace of a distinctive and influential jazz heritage in a
telling replete  with  colorful  characters  iconic  artists  and unheralded masters
burgin mathews reveals how birmingham was the cradle and training ground for
such luminaries as big band leader erskine hawkins cosmic outsider sun ra and a
long list of sidemen soloists and arrangers he also celebrates the contributions of
local educators club owners and civic leaders who nurtured a vital culture of
black expression in one of the country s most notoriously segregated cities in
birmingham jazz was more than entertainment long before the city emerged as a
focal  point  in  the  national  civil  rights  movement  its  homegrown jazz  heroes
helped set  the stage crafting a unique tradition of  independence innovation
achievement and empowerment blending deep archival  research and original
interviews with living elders of the birmingham scene mathews elevates the stories
of  figures  like  john  t  fess  whatley  the  pioneering  teacher  bandleader  who
emphasized instrumental training as a means of upward mobility and community
pride along the way he takes readers into the high school band rooms fraternal
ballrooms  vaudeville  houses  and  circus  tent  shows  that  shaped  a  musical
movement revealing a community of players whose influence spread throughout
the world

irish magic comes alive in this collection a sheer delight of grand storytelling
featuring ray bradbury tanith lee charles de lint and others publishers weekly
from the great celtic myths featuring the bard taliesin the terrible morrigan the
heroic  cuchulain  to  strange  and  mysterious  tales  of  today  the  storytelling
traditions of ireland hold a strong attraction for many emerald magic brings
together some of today s finest fantasy authors to explore these immortal myths
bringing their own vision to these ancient tales of luck love and honor edited and
with an introduction by bestselling author father andrew m greeley emerald magic
contains fourteen wonderful stories of legend and lore including in ray bradbury s
a woman is a fast moving picnic a group of pub regulars set out to discover the
truth behind a local song and answer that age old question just how fast does a
person sink in a bog the isle of women by jacqueline carey tell the tale of a warrior
sailing for vengeance who happens upon an island ruled by a woman like no
other and when a woman finds her grandfather s diary she unleashes the specter
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of an old debt in tanith lee s speir bhan these and other fantastic tales capture
the stirring drama and unique flavor of emerald magic

this book the result of a lifetime of listening and 30 plus years of research focuses
on the magic that is jazz particularly the element of tricksterism in the music in
some sense anyone who is proficient at jazz has some element of tricksterism the
ability to make something out of anything and to transform it in the process the
truly great musicians are tricksters i have concentrated on charlie parker louis
armstrong and dizzy gillespie because these great musicians most displayed the
genius and humor that the african trickster is reputed to have each of these
musicians took the material available to them usually the pop songs of their day
and refashioned them into something better than they found it is a kind of magic
or  alchemy  this  sleight  of  hand  is  filled  with  surprises  that  cause  physical
reactions often gasps in their audiences in a kind of reversal of expectations the
more  the  audience  knows  the  more  it  is  surprised  i  have  listened  to  louis
armstrong for about sixty years and at least once in every performance i am
surprised  the  more  i  listen  to  armstrong  parker  or  gillespie  the  more  i  am
astounded by what they have done i did not write about sonny rollins here an
oversight but at 80 years old plus sonny amazes me at every performance i am
lucky enough to see these magician tricksters transform all they touch and turn
even dross to gold this book is a step toward understanding how they do it

during the late 1950s and early 1960s after the shock of elvis presley and before
the beatles spearheaded the british invasion fourteen gifted young songwriters
huddled in midtown manhattan s legendary brill building and a warren of offices
a bit farther uptown and composed some of the most beguiling and enduring
entries  in  the  great  american  songbook  always  magic  in  the  air  is  the  first
thorough history of these renowned songwriters tunesmiths who melded black
white and latino sounds integrated audiences before america desegregated its
schools and brought a new social consciousness to pop music

this  cultural  historical  remix  offers  a  fresh  perspective  on  how  one  record
company arista records reflected its place and time new york in the 1970s and
early  1980s  through  interviews  with  dozens  of  artists  and  executives  music
journalist mitchell cohen goes inside the business of making and marketing music
during this vibrant and diverse period under clive davis rock pop punk jazz r b
disco cabaret and broadway were all represented on arista it sounded like the
city it was at the geographical center of from its inception as a new entity built on
the pop and soul foundation of bell records to groundbreaking artists like gil
scott  heron and patti  smith  to  revitalized legends like  the  kinks  and aretha
franklin up to its launching of its biggest star whitney houston arista records
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story has never been told like this looking for the magic covers the wide scope of
the label s roster its giant pop successes barry manilow its dedication to cutting
edge jazz anthony braxton and its embracing of rock royalty lou reed the grateful
dead looking for the magic goes behind the scenes to the kinks backstage fights
lou reed s on stage diatribes and to cbgb kenny s castaway and the continental
baths we find out how because the night made its way from bruce springsteen to
patti smith how barry manilow went from obscurity to stardom how mtv ushered in
a second british invasion for bands like the thompson twins and haircut 100 and
how arista formed alliances with adventurous labels like stiff and ze records

freddie mercury was rock s most dazzling showman a legendary entertainer who
in 1991 at the age of just forty five became the first major music star to die of aids
mercury s soaring four octave voice was a defining element in queen s unique
sound crucial to the success of the band s fifteen studio albums from queen 1973
to made in heaven 1995 he was also a supremely talented songwriter and musician
who wrote many of the band s greatest hits including killer queen we are the
champions and their biggest triumph the epic anthem bohemian rhapsody as a
solo artist he released two acclaimed albums mr bad guy in 1985 and the operatic
barcelona  with  spanish  soprano  montserrat  caballé  in  1988  mercury  s
extraordinary charisma was perhaps best seen in his imperious live performances
in which he d hold vast stadium crowds to rapturous attention his outrageous
theatrics physicality and over the top costumes led one commentator to describe
him as a performer out to tease shock and ultimately charm his audience with
various extravagant versions of himself he pushed the limits of camp in everything
he did his extreme behaviour in a society in which being gay was only starting to
be accepted just added to freddie mercury s allure with expert understanding
mark blake traces mercury s life from his childhood in zanzibar and india to his
untimely death and charts his astonishing achievements including in queen s
world conquering performance at live aid in 1985 in the year that marks what
would  have  been his  seventieth  birthday  freddie  mercury  a  life  celebrates  a
remarkable  life  lived  to  the  fullest  featuring  revealing  interviews  with  fellow
musicians producers and collaborators and a detailed discography and timeline
this is a memorable tribute to a unique recording artist and an irreplaceable
performer who rocked the world

the bbc s jazz book of the year for 2008 few jazz musicians have had the lasting
influence  or  attracted as  much scholarly  study  as  john coltrane  yet  despite
dozens of books hundreds of articles and his own recorded legacy the facts
about coltrane s life and work have never been definitely established well known
coltrane  biographer  and  jazz  educator  lewis  porter  has  assembled  an
international  team  of  scholars  to  write  the  john  coltrane  reference  an
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indispensable guide to the life  and music of  john coltrane the john coltrane
reference features  a  a  day by  day chronology which extends from 1926  1967
detailing coltrane s early years and every live performance given by coltrane as
either a sideman or leader and a discography offering full session information
from the first year of recordings 1946 to the last 1967 the appendices list every film
and television appearance as well as every recorded interview richly illustrated
with over 250 album covers and photos from the collection of yasuhiro fujioka the
john coltrane reference will find a place in every major library supporting a jazz
studies program as well as john coltrane enthusiasts

from revolver to let it be that magic feeling the beatles recorded legacy volume
two 1966 1970 continues the chronicle of the group s spectacular career from its
creative zenith to its irrevocable split as the beatles moved into the mid and late
1960s their collective and individual musical talent and innovations evolved at an
unparalleled pace like its companion volume way beyond compare the beatles
recorded legacy volume one 1957 1965 this unique work thoroughly chronicles all
known and available beatles recordings during this period of incredible creative
growth have you ever watched a beatles film clip and wondered where was that
filmed is  any more of  that  footage available  have you ever  heard a beatles
interview and asked when was that taped where s the best place to find the
complete recording that magic feeling answers these and thousands of similar
questions with more than 500 entries  it  includes recording sessions concerts
newsreel  footage  press  clips  tv  and  film  performances  home  movies  radio
interviews documentaries studio outtakes home demos and alternative mixes all
of which are given complete coverage for the first time author john c winn has
spent two decades poring over scrutinizing organizing and analyzing hundreds of
hours  of  audio  and  video  recordings  and  compiling  them  into  a  digestible
chronological  framework creating the ultimate reference guide to the beatles
legendary musical and cultural evolution

a wonderful reminder for those who lived through the swing era bob inman s
radio logs also serve as a valuable and lively reference source for researchers
and students of social history and jazz music inman s radio logs contain first
hand accounts of live manhattan swing shows he witnessed and is well illustrated
with over 500 photographs of prominent musicians from the height of the swing
era

working on a musical  is  exciting for students teachers and the entire middle
school community as the first musical theater book especially for middle school
productions the magic of middle school musicals provides a step by step guide
for success bobetsky approaches planning and producing musicals in the context
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of  a  curricular  unit  of  study  and  includes  strategies  for  assessing  student
learning dr victor v bobetsky a former new york city middle school music teacher
begins with advice on how to select a musical obtain copyright permission and
arrange the music for middle school voices he discusses strategies for teaching
the music in the choral classroom auditioning casting and rehearsal procedures
practical  suggestions show directors  how to  work  with  student  actors  create
choreography and manage scenery set design costumes lighting and more the
magic  of  middle  school  musicals  gives  music  teachers  the  information  and
confidence they need to artistically adapt musicals from the american repertoire
to  the  middle  school  level  so  that  teachers  students  and  audiences  can
experience and enjoy this unique familiar and musically expressive genre

ebony is the flagship magazine of johnson publishing founded in 1945 by john h
johnson it still maintains the highest global circulation of any african american
focused magazine

known for a voice as mellow as his moniker the velvet fog mel torme was an
accomplished vocalist pianist drummer songwriter arranger and author leaving a
recording legacy of jazz and popular music his death in june 1999 ended an
entertainment career spanning over sixty years this comprehensive discography
is intended not only for the torme enthusiast but the casual fan as well who may
only know torme for his night court television appearances or as vocalist and co
writer of the christmas song chestnuts roasting on an open fire which was first
recorded by nat  king cole included are a selective chronology providing the
highlights of torme s career as an entertainer notes on record issues recording
dates session numbers takes musicians and arrangers lists of all musical releases
by label and category hits and awards and indexes of song titles and musicians
films short subjects stage appearances and television work recorded on video in
which he acted performed musically or served as a contributor are noted as are
books that torme wrote or to which he contributed

this comprehensive guide is a must have for the legions of fans of the beloved
and perennially popular music known as soul and rhythm blues a member of the
definitive all music guide series the all music guide to soul offers nearly 8 500
entertaining and informative reviews that lead readers to the best recordings by
more than 1  500 artists and help them find new music to explore informative
biographies essays and music maps trace r b s growth from its roots in blues and
gospel through its flowering in memphis and motown to its many branches today
complete discographies note bootlegs important out of print albums and import
only releases extremely valuable and exhaustive the christian science monitor
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ebony is the flagship magazine of johnson publishing founded in 1945 by john h
johnson it still maintains the highest global circulation of any african american
focused magazine

the young adult  story army brats david pernilla  and the magic dino dragon
invites readers to explore 1969 70 a time of the first moon landing an unpopular
war racial unrest and rapid social change for many teenagers at the time life
revolved around rock and roll and sports not video games texting and social
media  fifteen  year  old  david  stevenson  must  discover  who  objects  to  his
interracial  rock band and taboo romance before the person terrorizes these
military brats again a magic dino dragon that comes from vietnam helps detect
lies locate missing people and objects and assists with a larger mystery

an inspiring selection of the most iconic songs ever released covering all  the
genres for nearly a century of memorable music

the weekly source of african american political and entertainment news
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